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Michael Charles Parella, Jr. passed away on July 16, 2021, at home in East
Greenwich, RI. He was the devoted husband of Betsy Parella to whom he was
married for 54 years. Born in Norristown, PA in 1946, he was the son of the
late Michael and Antoinette Parella (née SanFelice). 
Michael is a graduate of La Salle University and a proud veteran of the U.S.
Army. He spent almost 20 years of his career at Sears Roebuck and Co.
before founding and presiding over the Valley Forge Publishing Group for 23
years. He lived in Wayne, PA for much of his life, before moving to RI in 2015
with his wife, daughter, and her family. 
Michael is survived by his children, Jonathan Parella of Wayne, PA, Missy
Walker and her husband Scott Walker of East Greenwich, RI, and Tina Wert
and her husband Phil Wert of Orefield, PA. He was the grandfather of Michael
and Abigail Parella, Leah and Lauren Walker, Ashley and Nikki Wert, and
Alyssa Pagliaro, and the great-grandfather of James and Brady Pagliaro. 
He is also survived by his brother James Parella and his wife Lorraine Parella,
as well as nephews and cousins. 
Michael enjoyed playing tennis and golf, traveling with Betsy, walking his
dogs, and cheering on Philadelphia sports teams and the Boston Celtics. He
had an incredible sense of humor and always made time for family and
friends. 
The family will hold a “Celebration of Life” honoring Michael in the future and
will share details when available. 



In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in his memory to the Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research or to your local ASPCA.
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Mike Chettle - January 21 at 12:26 AM

I worked for Mike at Valley Forge Press in the early 90's. Sorry to
hear of his passing back in '21. Great guy. Never had a negative
experience with him over 3 years. Same with Betsy. Just good
people. My condolences to Betsy and the rest of Mike's family. I'm
sure he is greatly missed. MJC


